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take it as a particular favour if I would remain: to this were added some flattering speeches, and that he would give me 3000 troops. I had suspected for some days previously that this offer would be made to me, and I had mentioned it to General Hope, begging that if it was proposed he would prevent it and state how disagreeable it would be to me. Of all things I dislike a garrison. I saw there would be much to arrange that would plague me. It is not my wish to remain after the war in the West Indies; to attend the army is more to my taste. I stated all these things to General Knox. He said he was sure Sir Ralph was so eager for my remaining, that he would be disappointed if I did not. I took for granted that it was in vain to refuse, and therefore accepted. When I saw Sir Ralph he thanked me. He has granted all my requests, and has even given iny brigade-major, Anderson, a company. My appointments are 3 os. 6d. a day; but he said I should be recommended for whatever was intended for Sir Charles Gordon. I am involved in a most disagreeable scene; a considerable number of the negroes are in the woods in arms. The work in the Morne, called Fort Charlotte, is quite open, with no cover for officers or men. Everything military or civil is in the greatest confusion, and the rainy season has commenced; whilst it lasts it is almost impracticable to do anything. Captain McDowal of the navy, with two line-of-battie ships and some frigates, are left with us. The army is embarked, and I remain with the 3ist, 44th, 48th, 55th York Rangers, O'Meara's black corps, one hundred Royal Artillery, two engineers, assistants, &c., making in all 4000 or 5000 men fit for duty, besides officers, sergeants, and drummers. Colony.
